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West Virginia Criminal Justice Educators’ Association:  
Spring Business Meeting Minutes 

 
April 13, 2018 

 
Location: Powell Lounge, Randolph Campus Center, SU 
 
Members Present: Mark Addesa-WVSU (treasurer), Dru Bora-MU, Carla Brooks-WVSU, Leighann 
Davidson-WVSU, Kim DeTardo-Bora-MU (secretary), Nicklaus Goff-PSC (1st VP & PIO), Jennifer 
Howard-BVCTC, Austin Joy-PSC, Camm Lounsbury-SU (2nd VP), John McLaughlin-FSU, Deanna 
Shields-FSU, Kerri Steele-WVSU (President), Andrew Walker-WVU-P, and Stephen Young-MU 
 
Call to order 
 Kerri Steele called the spring business meeting to order at 10:40 am. 

Approval of previous minutes 
 Kim DeTardo-Bora distributed paper copies of the fall business meeting minutes.  
 Nick Goff moved to approve the Fall 2017 meeting minutes. Deanna Shields seconded. 

Motion passed. 
 
Treasurer’s report 
 Mark Addesa distributed the treasurer’s report and explained our current financial status 

after the fall conference. The balance as of November 3, 2017 was $7,649.54. Total 
conference expenses from PSC were $1,789.25 and the conference registration and dues 
were $1,694.25. The balance as of April 13, 2018 was of $7,554.54. 

 John McLaughlin moved to approve the treasurer’s report. Leighann Davidson seconded. 
Motion passed. 

 
Agenda 
 Kerri Steele asked if anyone wanted to add agenda items before we continued. Nicklaus Goff 

motioned to accept the agenda. Deanna Shields seconded. Motion carried.  
 
Old Business 
Journal for Fall 2018 
 Mark Addesa provided information about the journal on behalf of Cassandra Whyte. 

Cassandra is still willing to do the journal and wanted the membership to consider the 
possibility of a peer-reviewed journal. One volume could be for students and one could be 
for faculty. Leighann Davidson stated that there would be editors, etc. Stephen Young asked 
about the focus. Leighann commented that the journal would have a large scope/range. 
There could even be special issues with specific topics. Kerri Steele asked if anyone had 
experience reviewing. Stephen remarked that he has reviewed for peer-reviewed journals 
before and there is an editor, co-editors, and about 2 to 3 reviewers. One article make take 
anywhere from 6-10 hours to review. Stephen also asked who would be the editor of the 
journal and would it be Cassandra. 
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 Kerri Steele asked for Nick Goff, Leighann Davidson, and Kim DeTardo-Bora to explore if 
their institutions/libraries have a platform for hosting an online/peer-reviewed journal and to 
report back to the group next fall. Mark Addesa motioned to table the decision on the 
journal until next fall. Andrew Walker and Camm Lounsbury both seconded. Motion passed.  

 
Quiz Bowl Questions 
 Kerri Steele reported back to the group that she could not find a criminal justice quiz bowl 

bank for purchase. A lot of discussion ensued about the quiz bowl questions. Previous 
questions that were submitted have been cleaned up by Kerri and Leighann Davdison. All 
true false questions were omitted and duplicate questions were omitted. Moreover, all 
possible identifiers were omitted from the questions.  

 The issue that was brought up was whether we should still ask each team to continue to 
submit quiz questions as part of their competition entry, and if so, how many questions. 
Mark Addesa made a motion for each quiz bowl competition team to submit 50 questions in 
any area of criminal justice (e.g.,  Intro to Criminal Justice, Intro to Administrative Justice, Law 
Enforcement (from Policing, Police and Society, Police Procedures, etc.), Corrections (from 
Community Corrections, Probation and Parole, Correctional Institutions, etc.). The new 
questions will be organized and maintained by Leighann Davidson and Kerri Steele for the 
Fall 2019 conference. Camm Lounsbury seconded. Motion carried.  

 
Encouraging Student Participation 
 Mark Addesa remarked that more students need to participate, namely with presenting 

papers. Not many students go to the national conference, so this is a good opportunity for 
them. Students in senior seminar or capstone classes could be required to attend or given 
extra credit for participating/attending. This may not be feasible however, for all schools.  

 Conference expenses are an issue as well for some students. Leighann Davidson explained 
how students could fundraise.  

 Stephen Young suggested a conference travel scholarship where students could get 
reimbursed for mileage or hotel stay (excluding students from the host school). The group 
discussed whether to take a portion of the WVCJEA account and set aside a certain amount 
for the scholarships each year. The membership also discussed how much to award and how 
to award the recipients (before or after the conference). Stephen made a motion to develop 
a conference travel scholarship, specifically 5-$200 travel scholarships will be issued this fall 
as a pilot. Leighann Davidson seconded. Motion carried.  

 Preliminary ideas were discussed such as not allowing students to apply who live at the host 
site or within a certain mile radius of the host conference (e.g., WVSU and MU); students 
must present or submit a poster to present; the student’s conference fee will be waived; the 
student’s hotel be paid for by WVCJEA instead of having the student pay for it up front, etc. 
Andrew Walker made a motion for a committee comprised of himself, Kerri Steele, and 
Stephen Young to draft an application of the student travel scholarship, to review and vote 
on the application this summer via email/WVCJEA list serve, and to adopt the application 
and pilot it for the Fall 2018 conference. Mark Addesa seconded. Motion passed.  
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Growth of the Organization/Conference Fees 
 As a result of the discussion about travel and the WVCJEA’s current financial status, Camm 

described how much the organization has grown over the past few years. Camm motioned 
to raise all conference fees by $5. This means that the student fee will be raised from $15 to 
$20; the faculty fee will be raised from $25 to $30, and the fee for guests will be raised from 
$10 to $15. Stephen Young seconded. Motion passed. 

 
New Business 
Theme 
 Discussion ensued about the theme for the conference. Camm Lounsbury stated that he had 

thought about using the term “areas” as part of the theme. Dru Bora looked up the themes 
for ACJS. Kim DeTardo-Bora read the themes from past conferences. Dru Bora made a 
motion for the theme for the conference to be “Emerging Trends in Criminal Justice.” Camm 
Lounsbury seconded. Motion carried.  

 
Fall Conference at Salem University  
 The tentative dates for the conference are October 25 and 26, 2018 at Salem University. 
 Back up dates are October 18 and 19, but these dates will provide students less time to 

prepare papers and posters; November dates this year conflict with other professional 
conferences.  

 
Conference Format 
 The conference format was discussed with Camm. The format is typically up to the host 

institution. The crime scene competition takes place on Thursday, followed by the pizza 
social and then the quiz bowl. On Friday, a continental breakfast can be provided by the host 
school or a publishing company such as Cengage or Pearson, who may be invited to provide 
the breakfast in return for a panel session to market their products. The poster session on 
Friday should take place during or after breakfast or at a time when the students will receive 
viewers. A separate and large enough room with tables will be needed for the poster 
presentations.  

 
Keynote speaker and/or panel 
 Camm reported that he has ideas in the works for a panel session which include folks from 

corrections, policing, and the NWCCC. Members of the association agreed that it is up to the 
host school whether they want to have a keynote or speakers. The speakers could also 
address the theme of the conference.  

 
Paper and poster competition 
 Kim DeTardo-Bora will see if there are any poster competition guidelines from past 

conferences and if posters were awarded a prize. Andrew Walker stated that a trifold or 
standalone poster with a table top easel would work. There are free templates online 
(posterpresentations.com). The poster size of 4 x 4 or 36 x 48 needs to be set in stone. Tri 
fold poster board is inexpensive. Leighann Davidson will make certificates for all students 
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who contribute a paper or poster presentation. She will need the names from Camm at least 
one week before the conference.  

 
--Break for lunch at 12:06pm-Meeting resumed at 12:45pm. 
 
Competition Materials 
 All competition materials will be sent to wvcjea@gmail.com. Nick Goff will manage all of the 

papers submitted for the competition from this address while Camm Lounsbury will manage 
all of the presentation abstracts, poster abstracts, and competition registrations. 

 Mark Addesa made a motion for all Fall 2018 competition registrations and materials to be  
      due October 12, 2018. Stephen Young seconded. Motion passed.  
 
Crime scene competition  
 Students will be provided with a flash drive by the host school that contains the crime scene 

report template. Students provide their own cameras and can use a cable connector to sync 
the photos to the computer for their report or they can email the pictures to themselves and 
add them to the report. Camm stated that he would prefer if SU students did not participate 
in the crime scene competition this year, especially if he is to set up the crime scene and 
manage it for the competition. Judges for the crime scene must include one association 
member and two individuals from the field.  

 John McLaughlin reiterated that some discretion is appropriate by the host school given the 
resources to house the crime scene and computer lab for typing up reports.  

 Camm Lounsbury will provide one hour for each team to prepare their crime scene report. 
Andrew Walker will be assisting Camm to review the buildings and lab resources at SU.  

 Crime scene registrations will be due Friday, October 12.  
 
Quiz bowl competition 
 Andrew Walker will provide the buzzers for the competition. Deanna Shields stated that FSU 

has buzzers as well, if needed. 
 Quiz bowl competition registrations will be due Friday, October 12.  
 
Accommodations/Lodging 
 Kim DeTardo-Bora inquired about inquired about lodging. There are some hotels in 

Clarksburg and Bridgeport. Deanna Shields asked if Camm Lounsbury could negotiate a 
conference rate. Camm stated that he will look into it and report back to the group. 
 

Adjournment 
 Leighann Davidson motioned to adjourn. Dru Bora seconded. Meeting was adjourned at 

1:13pm.  
 
Respectfully submitted,  
Kim DeTardo-Bora 
 
 


